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Ukraine Profile Stats 
Ukraine is part of Eastern Europe bordering Moldova and Romania to the west and southwest,  the Russian Federation to the East and Northeast, Belarus to the northwest, and the Black Sea and Sea of Azov to the south and southeast borders. Ukrainian borders encapsulate a total of 603,628Km2 of the area. When calculated with the current population numbers the population density is around 82 people km2.This makes Ukraine one of the biggest country in the whole of Europe. The capital city for Ukraine is Kyiv, which is the largest city serving as the main political, cultural and economic center of the country (Main Ukraine Facts, 2018).
The current Ukraine population 2018 is approximately 43, 919, 973. This population has undergone major trends since the 1990s, significantly because of the very low birth rate and high death rate. As per the 2018 statistics, the birth rate is at 9 births per 1,000 populations, and the death rate is at 11.1 deaths per 1,000 populations. This represents a -.48% population growth rate. Of the Ukrainians  population 77.8% are pure Ukrainian, 17% of the population are Russians while other minorities such as Bella Russians, Bulgarians, Hungarians, Crimean Tatars, Romanians and Poles, and Jewish residents make up 0.6%, 0.4%, 0.3%, 0.5%, 0.3% 0.2% of the total population respectively (Ukraine Population, 2018).
Ukraine's national language is Ukrainian, making about 67% of the population, followed by Russian, identified with 24% of the total population, while 9% the population speak other languages. The literacy rate is excellent - 99.7%. Based on the literacy statistics, the male literacy tops high with a rate is 99.8%, while the female literacy rate is 99.6%. However, the fertility rate is fairly low whereby 1.29 index children born for a woman. Ukraine has a death rate of almost 15 deaths per 1000 persons which is slightly higher than the birth rate, which is an approximately 9.59 birth per 1000 population.
In matters Ukraine and religion, about 70% of Ukrainian population are considered religious, 2.7% are atheists, while 10% of the population are undutiful of their religious affiliations. The 81% of Ukrainians are Christians; 2% Protestants; 1.1% Muslims; 6.5% of Greek Catholics; 0.2%Jewish;1% are Roman Catholics; 0,2% Hinduism; 0,2% other religions (Population of Ukraine: statistics, birth and death rate, life expectancy, 2018).
Ukraine economic growth is gradually declining with weaker external demand and election-related uncertainties being the main factors influencing the declining trend. Economic critics predict that in 2019, the domestic demand will probably remain solid, based on lower inflation, firm household consumption and tightened labor market stimulating strong investment trends (2018 Index Economic Freedom, 2018).
Current Challenges facing Ukraine
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nearly four years have passed since Ukraine changed its government based on the Euromaidan influence, the invasion of Crimea, and the start of the war with Russian-supported separationists, the country still faces some of these strategic challenges and some other emerging ones. 
The conflict in Eastern Ukraine
This is the first and fundamental challenge that faces Ukrainian citizens. The Ukrainian sovereignty and national unity have been subjected to tests by groups both inside and outside the country. The tests are as a result of Ukraine’s constant conflict with Poland and Hungary and Poland, worsening relations with Russia and Brussels and some other Central European countries (Minakov, 2018). 
The conflict with Russia followed the winter of 2013-2014 internal political conflict which created opportunities and spaces for the advent of vast geostrategic developments; the annexation of Crimea and the backing of radical breakaway movements in the Donbas (Minakov, 2018). Despite the restoration of political legitimacy of the Ukrainian government following transparent presidential and parliamentary elections in 2014, the skirmish with the secessionist paramilitary factions matured into war in the Donbas as the secessionists were even provided support by Russian troops.  Although the Ukrainian army, with the support of NATO member states, and the U.S took rapid undertook rapid security measures to defend the country, Crimea had long been seized. Currently, the Crimea region is controlled by both the secessionist polities and the Ukrainian government. The Crimea and the Donbas population of about 4 million are apparently adapting to the lack of security and the tenacity of low-intensity warfare due to instability and unpredictability of the military regimes in this region. The Crimean population feels secluded from both Ukraine and Russia as they pessimistically continue being torn between attitudes of national identity or regional identity toward the development of the region. 
Corruption as a threat to stability
The second most ranked debilitating issue that threatens to undermine the possible stability of the Ukrainian region currently and in the coming years is corruption. Despite the reports showing that the country has made positive progress in addressing the issue since 2014, such as implementing initiatives to intensify transparency and the creation of anti-corruption institutions; the National Anti-Corruption Bureau, the latest events in the country showcase the multifaceted environment and obstacles that reformists must traverse to guarantee Ukraine does not lose track of the improvement made over this years (Celer, 2018).
In response to an alleged weakening in the fight against corruption, in December 2017, the U.S through its then Secretary of State Tillerson cautioned that Ukraine could “lose its soul to corruption,” (Aleksandrovych & Georgiyevich, 2017). This commentary inference was drawn based on the conspicuous news of interruption to a high-level corruption investigation, which followed the arrest of top officers from the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine (NABU), inclusion with the confiscation of subtle NABU documentations (Huss, 2016). This event highlights some of the complex hurdles that the anti-corruption reformists and campaigners have to address while continuing their fight against corruption.
Notably, as Ukraine nears the 2019 elections, influential interests from Ukraine's ‘conventional' system are shoving for influence in "pursuance for retribution against anti-corruption actors".  Thus, it is certain that cracks within the anticorruption could widen, and ultimately threaten Ukraine's political stability in the elections unless the regime strengthens its anti-corruption initiative through amplifying judicial reform and meeting the IMF requirement of establishing an independent anti-corruption court (Celer, 2018).  
Rising Prices
For a while now, Ukraine has resisted abating the hold of vested interests, as a result, it established a rules-based market economy locally.  These efforts with inclusive of deeper and more extensive reforms have resulted to the realization of basic macroeconomic stability, for instance, 2016 show the economy return to real terms than in the previous 23 of its post-Soviet life. The notable results have been achieved due to reforms in its banking sector, excessively regulating the over-centralized system of governance, clean-up and the elimination of gas purchases from Russia and fiscal decentralization (Timothy Ash, 2018). However, despite these improved reforms, the Ukrainian population continues to experience rising prices.
The rise in prices follows Ukraine's stand on the ever-increasing global trade wars; also, the Ukrainian central bank has signaled the inflationary risks of not acquiring more aid from the IMF to be the result of price upsurges. Most recently, the Ukrainian central bank raised the rate from 17.5% to 18 % citing the action was meant to remain at par with the significant increase in external risks; as such, the action could avert the price increases. Consequently, the rise in prices in Ukraine has been due to frozen IMF aid due to its continued slowdown in reforms.  This has also prompted other international donors such as the World Bank the European Union to hold their financial assistance. Increasingly, the IMF has also barred Ukraine from issuing new Eurobonds (Zinets, 2018). These events will definitely compel the central bank to carry on tightening its monetary policy based on imminent inflationary expectations. 
Healthcare Challenges
Ukraine's has been at the forefront of reforming challenges due to corruption, macroeconomic stability, and the ongoing conflict in the East with less focus given to the state of the health sector. However, recently, there has been noticed comprehensive linchpin of reform in the health sector across Ukraine. These health reforms are aimed at transcending the interests of hospitals and doctors, also, provision of every Ukrainian with affordable access to high-quality health care is fundamental for the nation's autonomous trajectory and drive toward European integration (Debate, 2018).
The state of the health in the country is that Ukraine is ranked high among countries with the highest mortality rates in the world. Yearly, approximately 135,000 Ukrainians die of avoidable causes. The mortality trend mostly impacts working-age people who hold substantial implications in labor force and productivity. The hepatitis C, tuberculosis, and HIV, infection rates are high with the latter reported having a prevalence of about 0.9% (Kazatchkine, 2017). This poor state in the health sector has impelled the government to make consolidation of health reform a policy priority, by urging collaboration with high-level multilateral diplomatic engagement to address the health concern.
Implications of the Text
The focus on Ukraine for this Country Research paper seeks to explore the population, demographic, Geographical, cultural and different current events impacting the Ukrainian population. Ukraine was an appropriate choice for this assignment as it focuses highlights the various challenges that can occur to a country both from internal and external conflicts. For instance, Russia's invasion in Crimea implies that not only the Eastern parts of Ukraine are at the verge of invasion but largely Ukraine's entire autonomy is at stake. Based on the information gathered about Ukraine is that the most tangible, direct and instantaneous consequences of its concerns are bound to be experienced by its internal political wrangles and partly by its fragile and fairly democratic neighbors.
Finally, the focus on Ukraine as the point of the study highlights various implications in the study. For instance, though, we have focused on corruption, health, security, and inflation as the main current challenges witnessed in Ukraine, there are more challenges that are yet to be covered. Some of the Ukrainian statistics that should be highlighted but excluded in this text include the focus on  GDP sources, rank in the world, % of GWP, market intensity, economic freedom score, trade statistics, and income indexes. Additionally, challenges relating to infrastructure, communication, foreign policy, and education have not been fully covered in the assignment. Thus, it can be concluded that there is more to be covered pertaining understanding Ukraine extensively regarding its population, demographics, geographical facts, and many others, and also there are a variety of challenges that need to be expounded on in order to get full information and facts about Ukraine. 
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